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We thank you that you have put removal of un touch ability in the very
forefront of your programme. So long as one-seventh of the population of
India is branded as untouchables. . . you are quite right in holding that
India cannot have complete swaraj.
Yes, I do hold that India cannot have complete swaraj so long
as untouchability is not blotted out from India. Hence it is that
I have put it down as the very first item in my programme.
We Ezkavas in Travancore are trying to remove the stigma of un-
touchability by getting all public temples thrown open to all classes of Hin-
dus. . . . We take It as a matter of reforming Hinduism. . . . The removal
of untouchability is an abstract idea. Temple-entry is a concrete representation
of the abstract idea.
Removal of untouchability assumes a concrete shape when
you demand temple-entry. On strategical grounds, I would ask
you to drop temple-entry now and begin with public wells. Then
you may go to public schools.
You seem to mistake our position in society for something analogous to
that of Panckamas in British India. Except half a dozen schools including
the one in Trivandrum situated just on the southern side of His Highness
the Maharaja's Palace, all public schools in this state are open to us. ...
You are ripe for temple-entry then.
A committee of officials and non-officials appointed last year by the Tra-
vancore Government has recently reported that a good number of temples in
Travancore are maintained out of public funds and that it is the duty of the
Government to continue to so maintain them. . . .
Well, it is a matter of civil right even here.
I was a member of the last session of Srimulam Popular Assembly. . . .
Travaucore High Court convicted some members of our community for enter-
ing and offering worship in a temple on the ground that our presence in the
temple was "defiling" under Section 294 of T.P.C. . . . We have protested
against that in the Popular Assembly and requested the Government to publish
Proclamation abolishing untouchability as was done by the enlightened and
patriotic Government of Japan. Nair Samajams have passed resolutions against
untouchability. . . . This is the position of our agitation for temple-entry under
the circumstances. What will Mahatmaji advise us?
I would certainly advise you to offer civil disobedience. You
must enter temples and court imprisonment if law interferes* It is
wrong to prevent you from entering,temples on grounds of reli-
gion. You must keep strict non-violence. You must not go and